
A Chronological Framework for the Public Ministry of Jesus Christ
Part 3: Year One of Jesus’ Ministry



Introduction

In this third of six lectures, dedicated to helping you build a 
chronological framework for understanding the public ministry of Jesus 
Christ, our focus will be on the first year of His ministry after He was 
baptized by John the Baptist in the Jordan River (Mt. 3:13-17) at 
“Bethany beyond the Jordan” (Jn. 1:28) – probably at Bethabara, across 
the river from Jericho. It should be remembered that we are seeking to 
develop something of a mental peg board for arranging the 367 
separate events in Christ’s life so that we can understand how He lived 
His life and shaped the Twelve to be His ambassadors to reach the 
nations of the world with the gospel. Aided with this knowledge and 
wisdom, we should strive to imitate Him in our discipleship practices 
and methods with others.
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Review

• The date for the birth of Jesus is predicated on the historical data we 
have for the death of Herod the Great, the known eclipse of the 
moon at the time of his death, and the census under Quirinius. 
Although the exact date for the birth of Christ cannot be known, 
December 5 B.C. or January, 4 B.C. is the most reasonable – and very 
possibly, December 25 (according to Hippolytus and Chrysostom).

• Considering the chronological notations in history and Scripture for 
the commencement of Christ’s public ministry, it is conceivable that 
John the Baptist began his ministry in the early part of A.D. 29. If this 
is so, Jesus would have been 32 years old with his 33rd birthday 
approaching in December of A.D. 29 or January of A.D. 30.
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Herod Antipas
4 BC – 39 AD
Tetrarch of Galilee & 
Peraea

Herod Philip
4 BC – 34 AD
Tetrarch of Gaulonitis, 
Trachonitis, Batanaea, 
and Paneas 

Archelaus
4 BC – 6 AD
Tetrarch of Judea, 
including Samaria & 
Idumaea
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Size of Israel

• Israel’s Area: is 8,019 square miles (20,770 square 
kilometers). New Jersey, the 5th smallest state in the 
U.S., covers about 8,729 square miles (22,608 
square kilometers).

• Israel’s Length: 263 miles, from Kiryat Shmona in 
the north to Eilat in the south (Perimeter Church in 
Atlanta to Nashville, TN =258). From Kiryat Shmona 
to the Dead Sea Region = 182 miles (about 3½ 
hours). And from Jerusalem to the Dead Sea Region 
= 88 miles (almost 2 hours). 

• Israel’s Width: ranges from 71 miles (widest point) 
to 9.3 miles (narrowest point).
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Opening Events: 4 Months

1. The Temptation (Mt. 4:1-11; Mk. 1:12-13; Lk. 4:1-13).
2. The Call of the First Disciples (Jn. 1:35-51).
3. The Marriage at Cana (Jn. 2:1-11).
4. The Sojourn at Capernaum (Jn. 2:12).
5. The First Journey to Jerusalem to Attend Passover on April 7, A.D. 

30. (Jn. 2:13).
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1: The Temptation

• “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil. And after He had fasted forty days and forty 
nights, He then became hungry” (Mt. 4:1-2).

• “And immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the 
wilderness. And He was in the wilderness forty days being tempted by 
Satan; and He was with the wild beasts, and the angels were 
ministering to Him” (Mk. 1:12-13).

• “And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was 
led about by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, while tempted 
by the devil. And He ate nothing during those days; and when they 
had ended, He became hungry” (Lk. 4:1-2).
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Orthodox Christian Monastery, Mount of Temptation overlooking Jericho and the Jordan Valley
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Jericho from the Mount of Temptation
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The Significance Of The Temptation

• “But no one can enter the strong man’s house and plunder his 
property unless he first binds the strong man, and then he will 
plunder his house” (Mk. 3:27). “If Jesus would spoil the house (by 
delivering from demonic power), he must first bind the strong man 
(Satan) who stands in control” (Everett Harrison).

• The failure of Adam in the Garden of Eden under Satanic pressure is 
the background for Jesus’ temptation. If Jesus fails, all hope is lost for 
the human race.

• Jesus wins the battle with Satan over selfish security (stones to 
bread), cheap popularity (pinnacle of temple), & worldly power 
(kingdoms of the world).
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Beginning of Jesus’ Public Ministry

“During this year, Jesus emerged from virtual obscurity into public 
notice, gradually rising to a peak of popularity. The second year was 
spent wholly in Galilee, where His most extensive work was 
accomplished. Toward the end of this year, His popularity waned and 
His enemies became more numerous and persistent. The third year, 
The Year of Opposition, was when He fulfilled those ministries which 
needed to be done before He was to die, such as training His disciples 
for the uninterrupted proclamation of the gospel.”

- Irving L. Jensen
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2: The Call Of The First Disciples

• John is the only Apostle who reports this call of the first five disciples 
(John 1:35-51).

• The five: Peter, Andrew, John, Philip, and Nathaniel (Bartholomew).
• “John’s record of this portion of the Gospel history captivates our 

interest because it reminds us of other small beginnings that have 
grown to greatness. On display before us is the infant church in its 
cradle, the small headwaters of the River of Life, the earliest blossoms 
of the Christian faith, the humble origin of the mighty empire of the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (A.B. Bruce).
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3: The Marriage At Cana

• “And on the third day there was 
a wedding in Cana of Galilee; 
and the mother of Jesus was 
there; and Jesus also was 
invited, and His disciples, to the 
wedding” (John 2:1-2).

• “This beginning of His signs 
Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and 
manifested His glory, and His 
disciples believed in Him” (vs. 
11).

Cana
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4: The Sojourn At Capernaum

“After this He went down to 
Capernaum, He and His mother, 
and His brothers, and His 
disciples; and there they stayed 
for a few days” (Jn. 2:12).
“The town lay quite up on its 
north-western shore, only two 
miles from where the Jordan falls 
into the lake (Sea of Galilee).

- Alfred Edersheim
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5: The First Journey To Jerusalem
To Attend Passover

“And the Passover of the Jews was 
at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem” (John 2:13).
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Ministry Principles

• John the Baptist: The call to repentance is the first requirement for a 
disciple of Jesus Christ. Without repentance, no spiritual growth can 
follow.

• Jesus’ Baptism: The disclosure of the Messiah.
• The Temptation: Meeting with God alone; if Jesus would spoil the 

house (by delivering from demonic power), he must first bind the 
strong man (Satan).

• The Call of the First Disciples: First impressions; acquaintance. 
• The Wedding at Cana: “His disciples believed in Him” (Jn. 2:11).
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Early Judean Ministry: 8 Months

1. The Cleansing of the Temple (Jn. 2:14-22).
2. Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem (Jn. 2:23-25).
3. The Discourse with Nicodemus (Jn. 3:1-21).
4. Jesus’ Ministry in Judea (Jn. 3:22).
5. John’s Testimony to Christ (Jn. 3:23-36).
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1: The Cleansing of the Temple

• “And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the 
temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of 
the money-changers, and overturned their tables; and to those who 
were selling the doves He said, ‘Take these things away; stop making 
My Father’s house a house of merchandise’” (Jn. 2:16).

• “The Holy Temple, intended as a house of prayer for all people, had 
become a den of robbers” (Hendriksen).

• The temple-cleansing was a sign that the Messiah had entered the 
Temple and was purging it (cf. Ps. 69:9). “He is like a refiner’s fire and 
like fullers’ soap…He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, and they will bring offerings of righteousness to the 
Lord” (Mal. 3:1-3).
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2: Jesus Ministry in Jerusalem

“Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, 
many believed in His name, beholding His signs which He was doing. 
But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew 
all men, and because He did not need any one to bear witness 
concerning man for He Himself knew what was in man” (Jn. 2:23-25).
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3: The Discourse with Nicodemus 

• Nicodemus was a man of the Pharisees, a ruler of the Jews (Jn. 3:1).
• He came to Jesus by night (vs. 2).
• Jesus told him that unless he was born again, he could not see the 

kingdom of God (vs. 3).
• Nicodemus misunderstood and interpreted Jesus’ comment on the 

physical level – enter a second time into his mother’s womb?
• “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (Jn. 
3:16).
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4: Jesus’ Ministry in Judea

“After these things Jesus came, and His disciples, into the land of Judea; 
and there He was spending time with them, and baptizing. And John 
also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water 
there; and they were coming and were being baptized. For John had 
not yet been thrown into prison” (Jn. 3:22-24).
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5: John’s Testimony to Christ 

• A Jew interacts with John’s disciples about purification (Jn. 3:25).
• “A man can receive nothing, unless it has been given him from 

heaven” (vs. 27).
• “I am not the Christ, but, I have been sent before Him” (vs. 28).
• “He must increase, but I must decrease” (vs. 30).
• “He who comes from above is above all” (vs. 31).
• “He whom God has sent speaks the words of God” (vs. 34).
• “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not 

obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” 
(vs. 36).
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Ministry Principles

• The Cleansing of the Temple: Jesus begins His ministry by purifying. 
This applies to individuals as well as to churches.

• Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem: He did many signs, but the people’s 
belief was a “milk-faith,” as Luther calls it. Jesus did not commit 
Himself to these – their faith would not endure.

• The Discourse with Nicodemus: Jesus leads him to understand the 
gospel and, ultimately, to a bold confession.

• Jesus’ Ministry in Judea: Jesus spends time with his disciples.
• John’s Testimony to Christ: A Jew’s question about purification.
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Imitating Jesus Christ in Disciple Building

• Commitment: Being a life-long student of the life of Christ.
• Perspective: Seeing the broad overview of Jesus’ public ministry.
• Details: Noting the specific events that occur within each period of 

Jesus’ ministry.
• Patterns: How Jesus trained the Twelve over 3½ years.
• Principles: Fundamental truths that govern contemporary discipleship 

practices.
• Review: Revising our discipleship principles and practices in the light 

of Scripture. 
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